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Logline

Life as a miracle. When a village librarian Anatolia, at 58 years
old, discovers she is pregnant, one true miracle changes every-
thing in this fascinating fable of an Armenian mountain village

facing an imminent ending.
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In a decaying mountain village cut off from the rest of the world, the remaining elderly inhabitants believe in magic. The story follows
the life of villagers through love, pain, war, vengeance, and forgiveness. There's Anatolia, a rare beauty and book lover who suffered
from the attacks of her abusive husband. Vasily, a widowed blacksmith who lost his family in WWII. And Yasaman, a healer who treats
all villagers with herb mixtures. When Anatolia, at 58 years old, discovers she is pregnant, things suddenly change, and the village

will never be the same.

Translation rights sold

Published in 25 languages,
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Selected reviews

Synopsis

In a small decaying Armenian village lost on
the Manish Kar mountain top, the remaining elder-
ly inhabitants cling to their vanishing way of life.
There are only several families — a dozen or so
elderly people left. The village's only connections
with the “mainland” are an old wire telegraph
and a hardly visible road that even cows thread with
difficulty.

Part weirdoes, part naggers, the village's few re-
maining inhabitants share common history and
daily routines, ready to embrace the village’'s im-
minent ending.

When Anatolia, the village's librarian (the library
long closed), at 58 years old notices the signs of
bleeding she believes she is dying. When a local
blacksmith and a widower proposes to her, she does
not want to push away a friend, since only a few
days are left for them in this life... They grow closer

every day, discovering new things about each oth-
er, until one day a true miracle happens — Anatolia
discovers she bears a child, something that shakes
the foundations of their reality.

With its striking beauty, visual imagery, and
underlying melancholy, Narine Abgaryan's Three
Apples Fell from the Sky echoes the magical
realism of Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s One Hundred
Years of Solitude.

A magical realist story of friendship and feuds.
The Guardian

A warm-hearted story about family, friendship, and community.
Foreword Reviews

Abgaryan’s affectionate portrayal of rural rhythms and unlikely romance is an absolute joy.
New European
30 Great European Books for the Beach

Abgaryan impresses with finely phrased descriptions of daily activities and homes with
“chimneys that clung to the hem of the sky,” and indelible details of complex, humble char-
acters. This magical tale transcends familiar mystical tropes with its fresh reimagining of
Armenian folklore.

Publishers Weekly

A magical novel. It manages to be life-affirming without descending into cheap sentimental-
ity... Abgaryan achieves this challenging balance in part through the beauty of the novel’s
prose, which mimics the oral storytelling of myths and legends.

End of the Word blogspot



